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"hl words are taken, Men, us, that 
| W ſoon. as the pious Hezekiab perceived 

it to b be the fixed. Intention of Sennacherth the 
| ſalem, he took counſel 
with his Princes — mighty Men, that he might 
purſue the moſt ſalutary meaſures, and be pre- 
pared to make a ED defence againſt! 1 power- 
Ful an enemy. 
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were without the City ; he provided great ſtores | 


for the defence of his people;--called together his 


ken down ; and, in;;fine; omitted nothing that 
might enable him to repel the danger with 
which Teruſalem was then threatened. 
Thus far he ated as a 5 and 8 3 
vernour; but this was not the whole of Hexze- 


kiah's conduct, for whilſt he exerciſed every hu- 
man precaution, .. and collected all his. carthly 
Strength, he yet placed no preſumptuous depen- 


dance on the ſufficiency of their force ; he forgot 


not his duty to God the ”_ of Kings, but reli- 


giouſly truſted the. event to divine provi 

and encouraged his ſubjects, by exhorting th 

zo be couragious, and not to be dj ſmayed "for the King 

of Aria, or for the multitude with him ; e wah 

us (ſaid that pious. e there. OY. more than 

with hin. 
Thereby intimating,” that great and formidable 

as the A/yrian army appeared in their eyes, yet 

the Jewiſh forces were till ſuperior; ſuperior 


even in * becauſe the Lord of boſis was 
their 
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Hiſtory in general affords us a great variety 
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encouraging as this before ug, b y which we are 
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affairs of life, that they ſeem to wok tr! ro- 
vidence ſhould do every thing for their ſu A pport, t, 
and behaye themſelves to b FIT as if 


or fo 


to forbid an eamoderate 5 and. apxichy 
for the ſucceſs of our, worldly affairs ;, hut by 
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Thus it cannot be doubted that the Deity ho 
is good as. well as great; will not think it uhbeeo- | 
ming his divine Majeſty to inſpe& the minuteſt 


actions of every individual of the human race, 
and much leſs can it be made a queſtion, but 


that the ſame ſupreme Being, who-condeſce e ſcends 
to influence our conduct as individuals, ſhould 


vouchſafe to ſuperintend the great events of the 
world, * N58 m a 18 or We a LOO (9s. pep 2# 

And chat it hath u pleaſed Gr God PN want 
times and in various manners, muſt appear to 
every ſerious conſulter even of prophane hiſtory, 
which, though it- treats only of 9 — 
with ſuperſtition, and abominable in their 
worſhip, proclaims nevertheleſs the intirptifitibn, 
the Power, and the Juſtice of the Almighty ; 
and, . above all, the admirable Wicdom wy Winch. 
the en ke ts > governed. * Ws | 
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ie Ry indeed be confeſſed.” that the © wine 


Majeſty is no where ſo fully diſplayed as in the 


hiſtory of the Jews; for there God is ſeated N 
fibly upon his throne between the Cherubims, 


all Nature attending to execute his comm 


there we hear him awfully proclaiming | his own 
ſacred 
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fare lad and eivoriciy bie infallible: offcied; 1 | 
| Den cereus woibebold bind upon every oc EN T 
 calion, wonderfully interpobng in che affairs of 

his elect people, with immediate rewards and ; 


— inmedinte- puniſhments, —thereby” affording vs 


wy with-the Plalraiſt; that o Yudab was bis 
and Iſruel bis dminis. 
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| | | | But tho + God was Neher vy! and b e 
= | . gu is int; yet was he not forgetful of 
other nations, over whom he always retained, 
and exerciſed his ſupreme power! To ſuppoſe 
che contraty: would be to doubt both of the Ju- 
8 ſtice and che O oe bf the Deity; it would 

Re be w mabke him the maſter of one family, dne 
people only; whereas the Lord is Gbd, not of the 
2 papa eee cet: of one 

nation, Our of the: e 1 „ 07 SELL 9117 e 
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Let us Aer thei garen 
confidence; by which men ate led ſa far to forget 
themſelves as to rely upon their own powers. "And 
theſe will be found principally to ariſe from 4 
conceit of their wiſdom, an opinion of their 
ſtrength, and a falſe dependance upon that pro- 
tection; which their en e can afford 


them. 


And it muſt be granted, that, as a Nation, we 
enjoy theſe bleſſings in a peculiar manner, and in 
their fulleſt extent. We abound with men able 
to aſſiſt us in our councils, and to inſtruct us in 
wiſdom ; the valour of our troops ſtands con- 
feſſed, even by our enemies; — and wealth is 
brought home to us, from the moſt diſtant oorners 
of the earth. 


But, to uſe theſe properly, i is our great concern; 
they are the goods of this world, and the inſtru- 
ments of happineſs in it; yet it muſt be remem- 
bered, that they are but inſtruments and ſecondary 


* 1 Tim, iv. 10. 
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to deprive; that our ingratitude may juſtly move 
him to the exertion of that power; and that the 
ſureſt way 8 ſevure- the comineuance of bleſſings, 


and fincers acknowledgment. For tho” if hat 


not pleaſed the fupreme Being in cheſs later ages 
(neceflity not requiring it), wgive fuch manife- 
proofs: of the divine interpoſition; as he hath Here - 
tofbre done; in behalf of his ehoſen people}! and 
im the carbien times, y e are not left” without 
convincing teſtimony, "Both" from various generak 
paſſages in the ſcriptures, and alſo from our own 
diſcernment; that thore is an hand unſech a ſerret 
- poovidence;. whicld in all occurretives;; private: or 
public, *preſens cus" with-unoxpedted!' opporttiz. 
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Me abe refleSow: exotic 
ple; and enter. imo an impartial conſideration! 
whether we have:nor: in genetal-laid'tbs great a 
ſtreſs upon the efficacy of our on powers, with- 
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( 10 [hs 
out having had a due recourſe by: prayer and Fwy 
works to Him, from whom; we haye: received 
whatever we poſſeſs, and thro whom alone: chat 
poſſeſſion 1 is continued to us; and, when. this queſ- 
tion is determined in the affirmative, as certainly. 
it muſt, can we fail of being convinced, that in 
order to ſecure a proſpect of future ſucceſs, ſome - 
ching more will be wanting, ſome ſurer depen- 
dance, than ſuch, as can be placed in the ſtrength 
of our armaments, or in the wiſdom of man. 
For thus ſaith the Lord by the prophet Jeremiab, 
Let not the wiſe man glory in bis wiſdom, neither 
let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the 
rich man glory i in his riches; but let him that glo- 


rietb, glory in this, that be ee NN and know-- 
e eee ' 


But, a as mee is but caddie inns OY our 
ſtrength as men, but weak and inſufficient, if not 
joined with a lively confidence. in the divine af- 
ſiſtance; ſo, that confidence will but little profit 
us, unleſs it is built upon a ſure and ſolid founda- 
tion; ſuch, as may enable us to frame a reaſonable 
hope of averting the wrath of God, and obtain- 
ing that help, and thoſe bleſſings, which we now 
ſue for with faſting and 3 | 


* Jer. ix. 23, 24. 
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nns eng nt d ſunnand bee which - 
1s, the love of God, and the love of our neighbour : 

i | of love to God, but ſuch 
a love, as will manifeſt itſelf by faith, obedience, 
and adoration.---And ſuch a love of our neighbour, 
as muſt prove itſelf to be undiſſembled, diſin- 
tereſted, and productive of all thoſe ſocial virtues, 
ſo particularly, enumerated, and fo hh 

commended. by the great apoſtle. eis th © 


e (hate ths e ee 
charity ʒ and ſurely no duty required of us de- 
mands more to be put in practice, and that too in 
its fulleſt extent. But one branch, of it in parti- 
cular calls at this time for a moſt earneſt recom- 
mendation, namely, that of giving alms and re- 
lief to the neceſlitous; for, . amidſt the preſent 
ſcarcity of the fruits: of the earth, it behoves. thoſe, 
who ſeem as yet to be placed above the reach of 
the calamity, to feel for others as they would for 
themſelves ; that (as the angel told Cornelius) our 
prayers and our alms may come up for a memorial 
before Gods, and plead in our behalf. For we may 
be aſſured, that nothing leſs, than a moſt ſincere 


endeavour to perform all chriſtian duties, can 
C2 recommend 
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grounded truſt in the mereies of e Almighty. 
We are ſenſſble that, even in our temporal affairs, 
we cannot otherwiſe be entitled to the protection 
of an earthly prince, than by a faithful allegiance 
joined with a juft and equitable behaviour towards 
our brethren,---all acts of treaſon are death' to 
ourſelves, with the lofs of honour and eſtate to 
our families ;-=-all injuries done to our neighbour 
are attended with puniſhments, which the law 
of every —_ makes ſuitable to the IO 


Since then the favour or protection of no * 
man government can be expected but upon the 
terms of true allegiance and a due obſervation 
of the law; which are ſurely no unreaſonable 
conditions ; how can we preſume upon the favour 
of Heaven, unleſs we endeavour to offer up to the 
Almighty Governor of the Univerſe the reaſonable 
facrifice of an holy life! But this truth ſtands 
confirmed to us in the words of God himſelf by 
the prophet Malachi, ad dreſſed to all thoſe, who 
offer an infincere or imperfect ſervice; and yet 
have the audaciouſneſs to expect the acceptance 
of it. A Son honoureth his Father, and a Servant 
his Maſter ; if then I am a Father, where is mine 
Honour ? And if Tam a Maſter, where is my Fear? 

| 7 
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Un | 
the x a of true religion, if true religion con- 5 
ſiſts in the love of God a aud of our ighbout 
if the love of God is to be expire led, by faith, obe- 
dience, and adoration, and that of our * 
by every act of kindneſs and beneficence to all man- 
kind,iti is too evident, that we ate in general deficient 

in ſome of theſe eſſential duties, that the. beſt can 
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Nothing is is more ak ee to us in 2 5 
writ, than that, without faitb, it is impoſſible. 10 
pleaſe God +; and could any dodtr ne of the ſac 
writings ſtand in need- of confirmation, . bow 
_ powerfully will this truth at all times be corrobo- 
rated by conſidering, that nothing is more certain 
than that the ſtrongeſt human reaſon is; but ner- 
row:in its comprehenſion, falls far ſhort of being 
perfect, and has ne affixed to it, , which are 
16235 0 N 


There are certain b truths, wh as st. Paul 
informs the Corinthians, are the deep things of God , | 
and theſe can never be repreſented to us by our 
quickeſt ſenſes, or made plain by our utmoſt pe- 
netration, for they are too large to enter into the 
heart of nan ; but theſe thin 8 hath God revealed 
unto us by his holy Spirit $, who at ſundry times and 
in divers manners ſpake in time paſt unto thefathers|| 
by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been fence 
the world began ; and hath in theſe laft days ſpoken 
unto us by his Son; that, which af firſt began to be 


ſpoken by the Lord, being confirmed unto us by them 
that 
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which we emphatically call the Scripture, how 
ful ought we to bete dhe God of all mer- 
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on the world this ineſtimadle treaſure, and more 
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— name ef Feſus of | Nazareth; riſe up» 

and wall. Then he took: bim by the: right bunu, and 

bf him up, and immedialtly his f ee 

| | b. And 
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walking, ind praifing God -e If then this por 


ceiving the uſe of his limbs,” how ſhouſd du 
hearts overflow with love and holy joy, when u 


hear from the mouth of our Saviour theſe bleſſed 
tidings, that not only the blind receive their fight, 


the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, and alu deafi 


bear; but alſo thatithe 3 _— 


have the bee . to i 


415 8 715 1 9 
E it not- dies aftonithing, thavehs' herds | 
ſhould: not be totally overcome by: — 
goodneſs? and is it not ſtill more ĩnconceivable, that 
any ſhould- bo offended at ſo-unmerited/a mercy ? 
And yet ſuch was the. foreknowledge of qur. Sa; 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch his penetration into the 
heart of man, that he pronounces a bleſſing / oni all 


thoſe, bo ſball not be offended in him . thereby: 
plainly. intimating, that ſuch wretehles might andi 


would . ariſe ; and:how.is.itrto:be wiſhed) that the: 


| preſent age: ;affarded«no.ſuck examples i but. the: 


contrary is too evident, nor is the: number ſmall 
among us of thoſe, who. inſtead of receiving the. 
Word of God with thankfulneſo and ſubmiſſion, 
have preſumed bath in ptivate and publick, in their 
converſations and in their writings, to pronounco the 
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name of Chrif,'and not to depart from iniquity ? 
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we given all diligence to add tu aur faith; vittuci an 
£0 virtue, knowledge; to knowledge, temperante z and 
to temperance, patiente ; and to patience, godlinefs ; 
and to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs; and to bratberily 
kindneſs, charity *.” Or, have we not rather been , 
ſeandalouſiy remarkable for the oppoſite; Ves? 
inſtead of ee the fruits of the ſpirit; we:baye 
gone on ſecurely, to purſue the yorks of darkneſs, 
never ſeriouſly aſking. ourſelves eee aud | 
tion, Vill not God, fit. for theſe : things? and 
ſhall not be.- avenged of ſuch, a nation ar # _ 
But the, time paſt of our liues may. ſuffice #5 \t0 
baue wroupht the will of the Gentiles . It would 
- .now therefore became us, eſpecially on this ſalernn 
day, inſtantly to begin the great and necęſſary 
work of repentance, by a ſtrict examination and 
confeſſion of our manifold offences; by a ſcedfaſt 
purpoſe to lead a new life; and by humble ſup- 
plications to the Almighty God, to ſtrengthen and 
enable us, thro grace, to put our holy reſolutions 
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| bring the poor that are caſt out to thy bouſe ? when 
thou ſeeſt the naked that thou cover him, and that 
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but let its influence over our conduct be as lafting 
ae our lines ] and, when we-confider ourſelves as 4 
people, let us remember, that harmony and 'una- 
nimity are as acceptable to God, as they are fer- : 
boarts and. our hands. in the. common defence, 
laying aſide every odious title of diſtinction, and T 
daſiting only to; be known, by the name of B. TT 
torr and: Proteflants. By ſuch zn unanimity we 
ſhall ſhew the trueſt love for our country ; and 

by that love. to our country we ſhall give a moſt 

e nan of our love | to our 
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which exalts o our — into chriſtianity and it 
is chriſtianity alone, which can entitle us to a laſt- 
ing happineſs. 


In all our Ways then let us acknowledge the 
ſupreme Being, and conſider him as the inſpector 
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